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Because of this the sailors and the cook and his helpers were in these
areas frequently every day, usually for hours, and took up space which
was meager enough without them. This was especially irksome in bad
weather, when none of us wanted to go up on deck. When the ship was
inspected in Bremen, I heard the first mate assure the commission that
all ropes and sails, as well as everything else which was in the passengers'
way, would be cleared away immediately after departure and we could
have all the space available for ourselves and our baggage. In actuality,
only a few things were taken away promptly. Ropes, sails, tar containers, etc. were not taken below until the 28th day of the trip, and the
coal and potato compartments were not cleared out and the space made
completely available to us until the 39th day. The latter area was put
into use again on the following day as a maternity room for a Jewish
woman who gave birth to a boy on October 31 at one o'clock in the
morning. I learned by later inquiries that enclosed steerage is not as bad
on all ships as it was on ours. On one, the name of which escapes me, it
is said to include a drawing room with tables and benches, and many
other comforts. It was really second cabin, where the passengers were
not inconvenienced by anyone.
Our nourishment consisted of coffee or hot water in the morning,
tea or hot water in the evening, at noon meat and vegetables, with salted
beef four times a week, salt pork twice a week, groats twice, peas once,
navy beans, and once sauerkraut. In addition, we received drinking water
every day, bread (ship's biscuit ) every second day and, once a week,
butter. We could get salt any time upon request. Wichelhausen & Co.,
in their passage contract, mention porridge, farinaceous foods, potatoes
and plums, and I must comment that porridge was never served, farinaceous foods consisted of dumplings made of floor and water and usually
only one dumpling per person; plums only a few times in the groats,
with 5 to 8 for 3 persons. Peeled potatoes came with almost every vegetable, but in such small quantity that we never received more than 4-8
cut up potatoes for 3 people, whereas the sailors got them in large
quantity.
At the outset many passengers wanted to get in good with the cook
and gave him liquor, with the result that he was drunk all day long,
cooked horrible meals, and frequently left the kitchen. He was thereupon
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This incident caused me a lot of trouble for several days, but when I
did not pay any more attention to this dissolute behavior and the liquor
was used up, these fellows settled down.
We had not even gotten out of the Weser River before seasickness
set in. First of all, almost all of the women fell prey to it. On the second
and third days there was rather general vomiting, which soon subsided
but then increased again when we entered the Atlantic Ocean. It did
not affect me until the eleventh day, but then I did not feel well again
until the end of the trip, slimming down a great deal as a result.
We got along fairly well with the ship's crew. I kept out of the way
of the sailors when they were working, chatted with them now and then,
took no offense at a coarse joke, showed no interest in a glass of rum and
a cigar, helped on the ropes when it was necessary; as a result, I avoided
any unpleasantness with them and received many small favors, whereas
passengers often encountered rudeness and one was even given a hard
slap. The cook was the only one with whom I had any trouble. As a
consequence of the above-mentioned misbehavior of a drunken passenger, the cook decided not to give meat to any of the 36 enclosed steerage
passengers, and I let myself be talked into complaining to the captain.
The result was that the cook had to give us meat right away, but the
response I received from the captain indicated only too clearly to me
that he had little use for such complaints. The first mate also let me
know what he thought of my temerity.
The voyage itself was uneventful. We left the harbor on the evening of September 20 and entered the roadstead. On the 21st, at 6 in the
morning we were sailing down .the Weser with a fresh southeast wind.
At 11 o'clock we had already entered the North Sea, and since the wind
shifted to the east, we already caught sight of the lighthouses of Dover
at 4 a.m. on the 23rd and had the Channel behind us on the 26th. After
nine days of very good wind we had a day of calm and, from then on, a
west wind so that we had to tack almost the whole way. Only occasionally
did the wind shift for a few hours to the north or south, and then it was
usually so light that we made little forward progress. We encountered
thunderstorms three times with brief strong winds. Another storm lasted
three days. It increased to a gale on the evening of the third day from 5
to 7 o'clock so that the water was continually washing over the ship and
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Hardly had the doctors left the ship when boats arrived with innkeepers or their agents, who immediately overwhelmed the immigrants
with offers for lodging. A cabin passenger warned us about these people,
one of whom heard him and threatened him. Two days afterwards,
when he was in the New York port area late in the evening, this passenger
was so badly beaten up that he was confined to his bed for several days.
This was the consequence of his getting involved in the affairs of the
innkeepers.
I had decided to get advice about lodgings in New York from the
agent of the German Society, 3 Mr. Allstedt. According to the prospectus
of this society, it is first on the spot to visit every ship and to aid immigrants with good advice. However, I did not get to see Mr. Allstedt,
although approximately an hour after our arrival in the harbor, cards of
his were distributed, offering his services free of charge. Since it was
too late to go to his house, I arranged with the proprietor of the Deutsches Haus (Greenwich Street, at the comer of Cedar Street, No. 136)
for a room and meals for three people at the rate of y2 dollar a day
per person.
Hardly had the ship docked in the harbor when it was overrun by
fruit peddlers who, with remarkable audacity, came below deck and
even invaded the bunk areas. At the same time these people bought
used eating and drinking utensils, bottles, kegs, discarded clothing,
mattresses, etc. but paid for them with fruit at very high prices and,
perhaps, with a little bit of cash. They were so audacious and untrustworthy that you had to keep a close watch over everything that was not
packed away in boxes if you did not want to have it stolen.
At 5 o'clock I left the ship and took two double-barreled guns, as
well as some light luggage, along with me, and nobody said anything
about it. Delivery of the larger baggage, as well as the inspection by
customs authorities, began on the next day at 9 in the morning. This
inspection, which was made on the ship itself, was very superficial. The
boxes were opened, and after the things on top were examined a bit,
closed again right away so that room could quickly be made for others.
3The German Society was established in New York in 1784. It attempted to provide information and advice for the newly-arrived German immigrant. Despite Hacker's lack of enthusiasm for its accomplishments, and the suspicions he developed about its motives, it apparently
did very good work.
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made arrangements for a room for three persons, the landlord tried to
put me in with the other immigrants. However, I told him that I would
not stay if he did not fulfill the agreement, and after a half hour had
passed I was given a small attic room, four flights up, so filled up by 2
beds, 1 washstand, and 1 broken chair that you could hardly tum around
in it. On the next day I looked for another lodging and, after having
searched for several hours, I decided upon Greenwich-House (Number
82 Greenwich Street), a place which was recommended to me by the
German Society. There I was again put into an attic garret, this one
containing 3 beds, 1 washstand, 1 chair and a half-window. They promised to give me a good room with 3 beds within 2 days at most. It
remained only a promise, however, and when I was going to go to bed
the second evening, I _found the things I had spread out piled together
in a heap and one bed occupied by a stranger. The food and service
there were so good, though, that I can recommend this inn to any immigrant. Since my affairs required that I have a room where I could work
undisturbed, I rented one in an English boardinghouse (a restaurant
where one can also room) and paid 4Y2 dollars a week for it, meals and
service included.
In New York the immigrant is showered with good advice from all
sides and finds people who, seemingly with complete unselfishness, are
so anxi<;ms to help that he is very happy and astonished - if he takes
this behavior to be true friendliness. Unfortunately, it is not. These
people have their eye on the pocketbook of the new arrivals. They are
mostly German hangabouts, who do not want to work and therefore
hire out as agents for innkeepers, transportation firms, land speculators,
etc. They hang around all day long in the various inns and try, i,n every
possible way, to get information from the newly arrived immigrants
about their intentions and their financial situation. Agents of the innkeepers will tell the immigrant who intends to go to Wisconsin that he
should go to Missouri, and to the one who wants to go to Missouri, they
will portray Wisconsin as the promised land. At the same time, they will
make so many other suggestions and, especially, advise settling in the
vicinity of New York, that the immigrants become indecisive, think over
what they should do and, in the process, stay an additional week or two in
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talked out of its plan to go to Wartburg. And that is the way it went all
through the year. 4
On the 18th of November I departed for Charleston in the company of 15 other persons in steerage on the steamer Northerner. Together we had 54 cwt. of baggage. Each of us paid 8 dollars but with no
meals included. This very large ship has a magnificent cabin with a
large dining room stretching from the helm to the foremast. On the
other hand, the area designated as steerage was the most wretched hole
I have ever seen. In front of the foremast, one descended a flight of
stairs so narrow that I could hardly get through; they were quite perpendicular and not even fastened at the top. When you had climbed
down them, you had to maneuver to the back of them at the risk of your
life and go down another suicidal flight, after which you found yourself
in a three-cornered room at the bow of the ship, about seven feet high.
On both sides of it three tiers of berths were located one above the
other. The berths contained only a few loose boards, and it was impossible to use such a hole for sleeping.
Sleeping bags, suitcases, and other small items of baggage were
stowed underneath, insofar as this was possible. After all the berths had
been taken and the space between them was likewise occupied by
people seeking a place to sleep, it turned out that there were eight persons for whom there was no space at all. I was one of these eight and
found the dirt and stink so bad that I could not stand it below and went
right back up on deck. I decided to spend the night on deck and made
myself a bed on the planks of the front part of the ship with a bathrobe
and coat. A Bavarian farmer and his two sons and four Irishmen also
stayed on deck. The Irishmen lay down beside me and finally used me
as a pillow. Protests did not help, so I finally had to make myself another
bed in the middle of the night. The night was very cold and windy, and
towards morning it even began to rain. When I woke up I was lying in
water and was cold to the bones. It kept raining harder, and despite
my very warm clothing, I could not keep warm . My head began to ache
so severely that I was afraid of becoming seriously ill. Two attempts to
4 H acker, although indignant about the peopl e who a ttempt to divert prospective Wartburg
colonists to other parts of the country, was und oubtedly aware that the East Tennessee Colonization Company employed agents in New Y ork and elsewhere to exercise the same kind of
persuasion in its own favor.
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breakfast, lunch and dinner, and lodging. After much bargaining, we
finally brought the price down to 1 dollar. This is the only German inn
in Charleston.
The train was departing at 10 in the morning, but we could not
get our baggage from the ship to the railway before 12 o'clock. We
therefore had to stay until the next day. For transportation of baggage
we found at the port a number of two-wheeled carts just as in New
York. Here they were driven by Negroes or mulattoes, who likewise
charged y2 dollar for the trip to the rather distant railway station.
Charleston, the capital of South Carolina, is located close to the
ocean, a bay of which forms the harbor. Its export of agricultural
products, especially cotton, is considerable. The city is large, with
straight, right-angled and broad streets, which are usually well paved
and have clean sidewalks. The houses are nicely built and painted in
cheerful colors. Two-thirds of the population are slaves, who do all the
most strenuous and menial jobs. The climate is only healthy in the
cold season, when one finds beautiful yards with flowers and green trees
instead of snow.
On the 22nd, at 9 in the morning, we left by railway for Hamburg,
136 miles distant. The fare for immigrants was 2 dollars 75 cents, with
100 pounds of baggage free and a 5 cent charge for every 10 pounds
in excess .of that. We arrived at 5 o'clock in the afternoon. This city is
located on the left bank of the large Savannah River, which is spanned
by a wooden bridge every pedestrian must pay 2 cents toll to cross. On
the right bank is the city of Augusta, in Georgia. It is a rather large and
beautiful city with broad, spacious streets, and it has an extensive trade.
On the far side of it you will find the station of the Georgia Railway,
where the train leaves for Atlanta at 8 o'clock in the evening. We hurried
to get there, having our baggage transported from one station to the
other by the same kind of two-wheeled carts as in New York and Charleston, at a dollar per cart. We were at the station with our baggage at 6
o'clock, but the clerk did not arrive until about 7. He was willing to
accept us as passengers but insisted that the baggage had to be sent on a
freight train the next morning. Since the forwarding of baggage is frequently very undependable, we were not disposed to be separated from
ours, and we decided to stay in Augusta. When we were about to leave,
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go from the station. We rented two wagons to take our baggage to
Chattanooga, on the Tennessee River 36 miles away, and paid 30 cents
per hundred pounds. We hired a third wagon for 8 persons, paying 8
dollars and 40 cents for the group. We were put up for a night on the
way by a farmer from whom we received a very good supper and breakfast but a rather poor bed on the floor of a not too tightly constructed
log cabin. We paid 62Y2 cents per person for everything. The women
and children followed on the stagecoach the next day, paying 3 dollars
per person.
On the evening of the 25th we were all in Chattanooga but discovered, to our dismay, that the three steamships which travel the
Tennessee and Holston between Decatur, Alabama and Knoxville, Tennessee had gone upstream to Knoxville and that we would have to wait
until one of them returned to Decatur and then came back to Chattanooga. We had to wait six days, staying at the inn of Mr. Glass and
paying 1 dollar a day per person. Trusting in a note of recommendation
from Mr. Gerding to this man, we had not discussed the price with him
in advance. The railroad is being extended to Chattanooga from Dalton.
Construction is underway in a number of places, and preliminary work
is being done for the future railway station. I have been assured that
this stretch will be ready in 1849. All the newer maps show it as already
completed, as is also the case with a railroad from Dalton to Knoxville,
which is not scheduled to be finished for another three years.
The city of Chattanooga is in the process of development. It is on
the Tennessee River, which is more than 2000 feet wide here. It is
located in a broad but irregular valley, portions of the city being built
on the sloping sides. Like almost all American cities, it is extensive in
area, and the streets are laid out at right angles. It now has about 50
houses, among them many old and dilapidated log cabins. The region is
said to be very unhealthy since the Tennessee often overflows its banks
and has already inundated the lower lying houses several times to a level
above the first floor.
After we had eaten pork no less than 18 times during our six-day
stay at the inn, the steamship Pickaway finally arrived at 12 noon on the
1st of December on its return trip from Decatur to Knoxville and picked us
up. Although we were ready for departure at 5 o'clock, the ship had to

REPORT ABOUT AND FROM AMERICA

40

After we had eaten lunch, for which we paid 25 cents per person, we
set out on foot, crossed the Clinch a mile above Kingston, and then,
four miles farther on, traversed the Big Emory on a ferry, which charged
five cents per person. On this day we got as far as the farmer D'Armond's
place, 9Y2 miles from Kingston. Here we stayed overnight, paying 30
cents apiece for supper, a good bed, and breakfast. On the next day we
crossed the Little Emory and several other creeks, arriving at 3 in the
afternoon in Wartburg.
Even on the Northerner there had been Americans who importunately asked us about the purpose of our trip and then right away had
good advice to give us. Good land was offered us in all the places we
had to pass through, and Morgan County was pictured as the poorest
area in the whole United States. In the Globe Hotel. in Charleston we
ran across a German named Backhaus from the region around Weimar,
who had returned a few days earlier from Wartburg and had nothing
but abuse for the colony. He said, among other things, that the soil
consisted only of sand and stones, that nothing could be raised and
marketed there, and that he had written home, where his accurate reports would be published. I examined this fellow and found out that he
had arrived in Wartburg at 4 o'clock in the afternoon and had left on
the next day at 7 in the morning. Since he contradicted himself several
times in speaking of his profession and his previous life and could give no
indication of what he was now planning to do, I paid no further attention to his stories. A part of my group, however, almost let him talk them
out of continuing the trip. On the train the insistent questioning by
Americans began again. In the course of it we were offered land · in Georgia and North Carolina. Morgan
naturally, praised to the skiesCounty and the adjacent land were again abused to the extreme. Whenever I asked if the speaker had ever seen the land that he was describing
as uncultivatable, the answer was always "no." In Marietta, a place
where the train made a stop, a German came into our coach and immediately started a conversation which led to his praising the land
around there and offering some of it for sale. In Dalton, as soon as we
got out, a German attached himself to us and was exceedingly anxious
to see that we got good accommodations at a reasonable price. He was
a cabinetmaker and was staying in the Cherokee Hotel, where we were
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seen in Germany: sand, gravel, rock detritus, with an absence of humus.
And yet this poor land was sold at enormous prices. For example, the
owner of a paint factory bought a little section of yard, 50 feet by 100
feet, from his neighbor for 600 dollars. From Charleston on through
South Carolina to Hamburg I saw only sandy plains and swamps
covered with pine woods. I traveled through a part of Georgia at night
and therefore could not judge it, but as soon as it became light, I scrutinized the soil carefully, especially in the cuts of the railway. I concluded
that it was little different in t.his rather mountainous terrain from that
in German mountain areas: rocks, rock detritus, gravel and clay alternating as a base, a thin cover of humus - usually, only a few inches, at
most, a foot deep. Although I paid for transportation, I walked almost
the whole distance from Dalton to Chattanooga in the company of an
Englishman and examined the soil thoroughly all the way. I found it to
be, almost without exception, much poorer than that which I later saw
in Morgan County. We did come one time to a river, the Indian name
of which I have forgotten (in German it would be the equivalent of
"River of the Dead"), where a very rich vegetation and unusually large
trees indicated exceptionally rich soil.
Around Chattanooga the land was extremely uneven in quality. I
found a narrow strip of land close to the bank of the Tennessee River
that was producing corn with stout stalks ten to twelve feet high. Right
alongside it was a ravine full of stones. Above the ravine was a hill which
had poor gravelly soil, and adjoining this hill was a rather steep mountain that was covered with the most beautiful black humus. There was
not a single stone on it. The owner was asking 40 dollars an acre. The
other side had rocks extending right into the river, and the hilly land
beyond the river bank had red, gravelly, clay soil, mixed with fragments
of large rocks. The only things growing there were low spruce and dwarf
oaks, the latter always a sure sign of the poorest soil. In general, the
whole valley of the Tennessee, from Kingston on up, proved to be hilly
land, with only a few strips of bottom land. These are always exposed
to flooding by the river. Above Kingston, in addition to several small
streams, the Hiwassee empties into the Tennessee on the left side, the
Clinch on the right, and, still farther up, the Holston. All of these are
navigable streams, and on the Holston, steamships go as far as Knoxville.
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Creek, and several other creeks whose names I do not yet know; also
Island Creek, Crab Orchard Creek with Staples Mill Creek and several
tributaries, and finally, Cliffts Creek. On the left side in the area of the
colony of Wartburg, is Crooked Fork Creek, and in Roane County, the
Little Emory, which first flows through Morgan County in two branches
with many turnings.
The banks of most of these streams are steep. At times they are
hemmed in by quite high and sheer cliffs, at times by less high rocky
slopes. Their beds are rocky, and their fall is considerable. The Big
Emory near Montgomery has about the same velocity as the Mulde near
Leissnig in Saxony, but after the Obeds River flows into it - the Obeds'
current is at least twice as strong - the Emory's velocity is comparable
to, but greater than, that of the Saale below Naumburg. In July, August,
and September it has very little water; almost all of the creeks are more
or less dried up then. Oth~rwise, especially in the winter months, December to March, it is very full and rises as much as twenty feet after rainy
spells. In this latter season, if some rocky places in its bed are cleared out
and deepened by explosives, it will be navigable with shallow-draught
boats at least as far as the mouth of the Obeds River. The shallowdraught Tennessee River steamboats have already made successful
attempts to reach Cooper's Ferry, four miles above the Emory's outlet
into the Clinch. The fall of the smaller streams is so great that Staples .
Mill Creek, for example, which flows close by the place I have picked
out for New Chemnitz, could, in the last mile of its course, drive five or
six overshot mills. The land is plentifully blessed with springs that have
delicious drinking water, although it is said that most of them cease to
flow during the hot summer months. On the other hand, I am told that
water is always plentiful at a depth of a few feet. The soil, in the places
I have examined, is rather varied. On the left side of the Emory toward
the south, one finds clay containing considerable sand and lightly covered
with humus. The sand diminishes and the humus increases the farther
you go. To the north I have not yet examined the soil, but I am told it
is similar to that in the area around Wartburg. On the right bank of the
Big Emory to the north, you find clay with gravel and not much humus;
south of Rock Creek, more sand than gravel and, in places, humus up to
a foot deep or more; to the south of the Obeds River, mostly extremely
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the occasional bare-rock surfaces of steep mountains declivities, the infrequent rock walls of river valleys, the stony beds of streams - all of
these consist of this sandstone. Some of the petrifications found in it
belong to the species sigillaria and stigmaria and mark it as carboniferous
sandstone. The carboniferous layers which up to now have been found
on the surface in various places have not been very substantial. Slate
anthracite seems not to appear at all, and carboniferous limestone appears only at the boundary of the colony; so the above-mentioned sandstone is visibly the predominating rock formation. Above it there is a
layer of clayish soil of greatly varying thickness, mixed in places with
sand. Over this there is a layer of humus ranging in depth from several
inches to several feet.
This whole area, like the Cumberland Mountains in general, seems
to be rich in iron ore, the mining of which, for the most part, should
involve very little work and expense since usable ore lies directly on the
surface in at least one place. The carboniferous limestone which appears
on the western boundary of the colony may possibly contain lead ore.
The climate of Morgan County may well be much pleasanter than .
that of most of the rest of the United States. The southern location, on
the one hand, and the fairly considerable elevation above sea level on
the other, inevitably have a moderating effect so that the average summer temperature is not extremely high and the average winter temperature is not extremely low. While, in the states to which most German
immigrants are going in the North, the summers are almost tropically
hot and short and the winters are as cold and long as in Siberia, neither
heat nor cold reaches an extreme h ere. The season which corresponds
to .t he German winter is characterized less by cold or snow than by
moderate weather with periods .o f continuous rain. This prevails from
November to March, especially in the first two months of the year.
During this time it is rare for a week to go by in which is does not rain
at least one day if not several days. When snow does fall, it usually stays
on the ground only a few days. It is one of the rarest occurrences for it
to remain a month. During the winter of 1847-48, it snowed just one
time, in the night, and so little that none of it was still to be seen at noon
on the next day. In comparison to those in Germany, the winters here
are unusually mild. On rainy days, temperatures of 59-66 degrees are
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as the turning leaves create a many-colored splendor. This is especially
true when, on the sunny days that now come frequently, the varied
shades of color glow in the sun's rays and blend together softly as a pure,
deep blue sky arches over the landscape. The heat of the summer is
replaced by a pleasant, mild temperature. Heavy morning fog is frequent in these months.
November and December seem to provide the transition to the socalled winter, which has been discussed above. In November the leaves
fall, it becomes cooler day by day, and windy and rainy days become
more frequent.
As pleasant as this climate is for the most part, it can still not be
denied that here, as in all parts of the United States, the weather is very
changeable. There is a quick succession of a variety of weather conditions. This makes an unfavorable impression on many an immigrant
who is accustomed to more uniformity. However, one soon gets used to
this climate, and if some caution is exercised at first, there is no need
whatsoever to be worried about it being detrimental to one's health.
The fever which occurs in almost all parts of the United States is not
found here, and all the German settlers who have been here longer
than a year assure me unanimously that the climate agrees with them
very well indeed and that they would not wish for a different one. I
myself have never felt so well as during the three months that I spent
in the colony of Wartburg, even though I subjected my body to hardships and exertions to which it was completely unaccustomed.
The vegetation is as flourishing as it is varied. Numerous grasses and
herbaceous plants cover the ground everywhere and in the wooded areas
form a lush green, blossoming carpet, comparable to the meadows of our
fatherland. In the neighborhood of farms, where the ground has been
worked, herbaceous plants predominate. Familiar forms and ones closely
related to those of our fatherland remind us of our native fields. Wild
violets, strawberries, wild caraway, ragwort, burdock, thistles, plantain,
ivy, mullein, numerous asters and ironweed are widely and numerously
distributed. A dense green mass of trees, bushes, and climbing vines
borders the banks of the smaller creeks, which languish away in the
summer. Wild grapes and hops climb as far as the tops of the trees
and, with the thorny blackberry bushes, form in many places impene-
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as much that is quite different. Fear of predatory animals is completely
unfounded. Wolves are extremely rare and are, at most, a danger to
sheep, swine, or young cattle. Bears, of which a few are killed every
winter (three during the current winter), like bears in Germany, live almost exclusively on roots, berries, bird eggs, and, in the fall, primarily on
the appetizing persimmons and chestnuts. Only when the ground is
covered with snow for long periods will they carry off pigs. For the most
part, one does not need to worry about such intruders since they stay in
the mountain areas and are killed off by the expert American hunters.
Their meat, especially when smoked, is highly prized. There is a type
of lynx (wildcat ) which is rather plentiful, but it subsists almost entirely
on rabbits. Otters are to be found in caves on the banks of larger creeks.
Raccoons are numerous. They do damage to com and do not disdain
chickens, but the chickenhouse can easily be protected from them. The
opossum, like some kinds of martens, does damage to fowl, but they
are easily caught or, at least, driven away by good watchdogs. All
these animals are valued for their pelts, and opossum meat is very good
when roasted. Mice, which in Germany in some years almost completely
destroy the farmer's crops, are very rare here. There are no hamsters
at all. Squirrels, which abound, are the customary booty of the German
as well as of the American hunter, and they provide an extremely tender, tasty meat.
Rabbits are numerous and live in hollow trees. They are
\
much smaller than those in Germany. Marmots are to be found singly
here and there. Their meat has an excellent taste. The largest game
animal, the Virginia deer, likewise considerably smaller than its German
counterpart, is still plentiful, despite the fact that it is hunted by everybody. It provides tender venison roasts and good hams. Its hide is useful for many purposes.
The birds, of which there are an extraordinarily large number here,
contribute much animation to the area. Even though one does not find the
excellent singers that are characteristic of Europe, the birds make up in
appearance what they lack in song. Many of them have magnificently
colored plumage, for example, the dainty humming birds, two varieties
of which appear here in the summer. There are a great many birds of
prey, and a variety of hawks constantly try to make off with the barnyard fowl. Owls do less damage than is commonly believed. They are
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found large areas where there is a consistent humus cover of 1 y2 to 2
feet. Mr. Bi.ihler, a very capable farmer, who received the Bavarian
silver medal of merit for his knowledge of agriculture, bought his farm
of about 400 acres for 800 dollars. He assured me that he would not sell
it for 1800 dollars, so good is the soil. To the south on the right side of the
Big Emory, as I said before, the iand becomes better and better, and it
is rare to find spots with poor soil. Strangely enough, the soil is often
better on the mountains than in the valleys, and it is especially odd that
the north, northeast, and northwest sides of the mountains consistently
have much better land than their south, southeast, and southwest sides.
A count of the German inhabitants of the whole settlement that is
associated with Wartburg totaled 475 persons at the end of the year 1848.
The pastor is presently paid by the Company, receiving 200 dollar's a
year. A gift of land to the church has been promised, although the promise has yet been fulfilled. School instruction is also taken care of by
the pastor, and he is supposed to receive tuition payments. There is no
compulsion whatsoever to send children to school.
The colony doctor, Dr. Brandau, likewise is paid by the Company,
receiving 250 dollars yearly for providing medical service to poor colonists for a very small fee or for none at all.
The first agent of the Company that was employed to direct the
settlement, Mr. Gunther, from Dresden, is the real founder of the city
of Wartburg. He is generally regarded as a likeable, just man, who was,
unfortunately, more of a theoretician than a practical man and therefore made a lot of mistakes in founding the city and colony. These mistakes, on the one hand, unnecessarily cost the colony considerable money
and, on the other hand, still continue to hamper its growth. I will only
mention here that, in having the building erected which was intended
as temporary housing for newly arrived immigrants and which cost a
very considerable amount of money, he had three large rooms made on
the ground floor and a like number on the second floor, each of them
with a window but with n either sto ve nor fir eplace and without a chimney anywhere in the building. Those living in the house have to cook
outdoors at all times of the year and cannot heat the place in the winter.
In addition, he settled all the immigrating craftsmen on farms; not in
the town and, in order to give these people work, had them enclose 400
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I saw the less educated colonists last New Year's day enjoying themselves
in the inn, dancing merrily to the tones of a clarinet. The Americans of
the region had a Christmas ball in the house of Mr. White, who operates
an inn. They danced two days and two nights to the music of a violin.
Agriculture in Morgan County
Agriculture is still carried on in an extremely careless fashion here.
The American farmer of the region has modest needs and, therefore,
only works when he cannot avoid it. When it is necessary for him to work,
however, he does so with iron endurance and remarkable speed and
adeptness. But this industry only stems from the desire to be done with
the work as soon as possible. Continuing to work hard for a lengthy
period of time does not even enter his mind; on the contrary, he is always faithful to the principle of earning his living with the least possible
effort. He therefore avoids everything that requires extended work.
Stock raising, which requires no work at all here, is his principal source
of income; agriculture is only incidental. He only practices it in order
to produce bread for himself and his family and, perhaps, also to grow
enough com so that he can keep his stock from getting too hungry in
the winter. A log house, 16 to 20 feet long, 12 to 16 feet wide, constructed
of tree trunks, the joints so carelessly sealed that the wind constantly
whistles through, serves him for a dwelling. Usually the house has just
one room. It has two doors, located directly opposite each other, a front
and a back door, made of boards crudely nailed together. At the one
end there is a fireplace, in which a ~arge fire is constantly kept burning
with whole blocks of freshly cut wood. Cooking and baking are done
with a very few simple pots and pans made of iron or tin. The fireplace
is sometimes built wtth stones, but usually it is made from chunks of
wood, with those at the base covered with stones and the joints up above
smeared with clay. On the wall alongside the fireplace some planks are
fastened, and the few plates, cups, and glasses are kept on them. Any
kind of kitchen cupboard is a rarity. In addition, one finds in this room
a rough table, some very low, extremely poorly made chairs, some broad,
roughly constructed beds with mattresses on them - filled with the
leaves which enclose ears of com (shucks) - white cotton sheets, and
woolen or quilted blankets. Featherbeds, insofar as they are found at
all, are slept on. At some place in the house - usually by a door - a
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into clothing for the needs of the family. A third building is the smokehouse. This is also constructed of rough tree trunks, badly sealed up,
without a ceiling, with a shingle roof, and with a small door at one end.
The building is eight feet long and six feet wide. On the inside it has a
bench made from posts or hewn tree trunks. It is used for salting down
fresh pork. Up above it has some cross poles, on which this m eat, after
it has lain for som e time in salt, is hung up and smoked by means of a
fire built on the fl oor of the hut and fed by all kinds of badly burning
materials. The supplies of milk, butter, and fat are also kept in this
house in homem ade containers.
Alongside of or around these houses there is a fence (made of split
rails laid over each other ) which forms a corral for the calves. One or
two sheds, roughly thrown together by laying tree trunks one on top of
the other, all the joints left open, and with a somewhat larger opening
for a door, provide shelter for horses, cows, and pigs when they seek
protection from cold or stormy weather. A small space of a few square
feet, enclosed by fence rails, is used at times in order to fatten up individual pigs. At a short distance from the house there is a spring which
p rovides the water n eeded fo r d rinking and cooking. Round about all
of these buildings and enclosures are the fields which are under cultivation .
As far as livestock is concerned, every farmer has at least one horse,
several young calves that he is fatt ening, usually a few draft oxen, and
a great m any pigs. The latter roam free in the woods summer and
winter and bear litters at all seasons. Of those born in the winter, a
considerable number die by starvation or freezing or by being squashed
under the old pigs, who promptly eat them. H orses and oxen receive
some fodder corn and corn shucks but have to find most
of their food themselves in the woods or fenced-in areas. The cows receive only a bit of salt and , in very cold weather, som e corn shucks. The
calves until they are weaned, are kept in the so-called calfyard and
likewise given some corn shucks in the winter. Mornings and evenings
the mothers are brought over to let the calves suck, but the latter are
driven away almost immediately. The cows are milked a bit and then
left again to the calves, who now suck until there is no more milk,
at which point the cows go back into the woods again. The milk is us-
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provide good grazing for his livestock during the summer, he bums
out a wooded area at the beginning of March. He ignites the dried leaves,
which often have a depth of six inches, and large areas catch fire, not
only the leaves but also the young undergrowth being destroyed~ Grass
grows quickly and lushly on such burned-out areas, and the cattle, which
have become skin and bones during the winter, fatten up in a few months.
The pigs have to get along in the spring and summer with what they
can find for themselves, and at this time of year they devour snakes and
other vermin. Soon, however, more than enough food for them falls
from the trees: acorns, chestnuts, walnuts, persimmons, and other
fruit. By December they are well fattened. If the farmer has plarited a
lot of com, he feeds some pigs with it for two or three weeks in order to
get a large amount of lard. In the winter, pigs are slaughtered and
smoked so that meat is available for the summer. In the spring and_fall,
additional acreage is cleared for cultivation in the following year. The
first land too is planted with com again, and that is the way it goes every
year until the land, having become exhausted for growing com, is
planted with oats which, at harvest time, are cut and left lying. No
thought is given to fertilization. In the fall and winter, the American
here does nothing more than cut and bring in the daily requirement of
firewood, ride to the mill, and go hunting. The rest of the time he sits
by the fireplace, chews tobacco continually, and spits the juice into the
fire.
When he has his farm operating fairly well and has made a little
money by selling some fattened animals, he takes a wife, who takes care
of his cows for him, washes the clothes, makes clothes, and sits in a
rocking chair smoking her little pipe. She never works in the fields or
woods. The children are left to themselves to do as they please, begin to
swing an axe as soon as they can lift it, climb on the horses that run
loose, and ride them without saddle or birdie. They shoot at targets at
an age where our children are not yet allowed to touch a gun and would
not be able to lift one. Because of this, they become the best shots in the
United States, next to the Kentuckians. They do not go to school, and
yet they do learn to read and sometimes also to write. They start their
own farm as soon as possible, usually settling down in the vicinity of the
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then to have gotten a crop of hay from it, and finally to have used the
stubble for grazing cattle a long time. And this was on land which had
previously been used but not fertilized. Clover is never planted by
Americans. Cabbage and beets are grown only ill gardens, the latter
sometimes on small bits of new land. Onions grow extremely well. Some
Germans have also tried to grow cabbage but without much success.
Only one German, Mr. Gschwend, is said to have raised excellent cabbage and to have sold it at five cents the head. Beans, squash, and melons are frequently grown, usually in the com but also in gardens. Cucumbers are also planted a great deal and, according to statern_ents by
several Germans, give very good return. Apples and peaches are commonly grown and thrive so well that they are- frequently fed to the pigs.
Nevertheless, a bu_shel of apples brings 25_cents in Wartburg at Christmas. I did not hear anything about cherries, plums, . and pears; they
seem to be quite unknown here. Lettuce and other garden vegetables
have -given the Germans who planted them a good harvest.
The calculations I have made below assume that all work has been
done by workers paid wages at the customary local rate.
Corn
on land which has been under cultivation for one year:
Ploughing ten acres twice
20 dollars
Seed
- dollars
Cutting seed furrows
1 dollar
Planting seeds
1 dollar
H1lllng four times with the plough
20 dollars
Hoeing out weeds (1 man, 15 days)
7 dollars
Harvesting
·
3 dollars
Total 53 dollars

50
50
50
50

cents
cents
cents
cents ·
cents
cents
cents
cents

The husking and shelling of the com and the gathering of the leaves
and the tops of the stalks are not counted in the cost, since the value of
the latter two items as fodder compensates for the work involved.
I have been assured generally that land would have to be ve·ry poor
for the harvest to amount to less than 20 bushels to the acre. Several
Americans claim to get 25 to 30 bushels; but I have also met one who
was just measuring his yield, and he told me that he had gotten 140
bushels from 8 acres, or only 171/2 bushels pe; acre. To be sure, this man's
place was in the poorest area, on Kingston Road, near the southern
boundary of the colony.
The price of Indian com has not been less than 30 cents for a long time
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considerable capital and large supplies of fodder, it is engaged in here
on a large scale by only a few rich farmers. The poorer ones are satisfied
to raise calves from their milk cows and to sell them as three-year olds.
Raising pigs
This is considered by the typical farmer here to be his main source
of income. Every farmer keeps 10-20 brood sows, each of which produces 6-8 young twice a year. The young pigs run with the sows in the
woods and mature without attention or special feeding. In the course
of 1 Yr2 years they can be slaughtered, and each one has a value of
2-3 dollars. Ones that have been especially fattened brrng a much higher
price. I have seen some of them sold for 4-5 dollars, and, one time, even
for 7 dollars. These were a better breed, however, than those usually
raised here. There is no trouble with marketing because every year
traveling stock buyers buy up all the swine that are ready for slaughtering and drive them to the south, wh~ re they serve as food for the slave
population.
Sheep raising
is not yet carried on here to any significant extent. Usually only a few
sheep are kept in order to get wool for household use. It is spun by the
women, and the yam is used for stockings or for cloth, which they dye
themselves and then make into clothing. The German farmer Mehlhom,
who formerly had been engaged for 6 years in sheep raising, assures me
that a flock of at least 600 head would give a very high profit since the
fertilizer gotten from the pens would itself be worth as much as the
herder would be paid in wages. The purchase price would be fully returned by the sale of meat. The cost of winter fodder, dipping, and
shearing would be balanced by the value of the lambs produced, and
therefore the full value of the wool would be pure profit. The rough
wool produced here is now sold unwashed at 50 cents a pound, but it
would probably bring considerably less as an export item. The wool produced in America is poorly washed and is sold to the wool factories in the
northern states unsorted. The factories pay 20-25 cents a pound for it.
In the year 1840, according to official United States figures, approximately 60,000,000 pounds of wool were produced, a quantity which
has increased each year. Nevertheless, in the years 1840, h'BH, and 1842
combined, wool-mostly coarse varieties-was imported to the amount
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on ignorance or deception. Thousands of immigrants have been bitterly
disappointed in their high expectations but, in order not to be laughed
at because of their credulity, have confirmed these reports to the friends
who remained behind. Although they might well be completely satisfied
with what they found, they are unhappy because they came with expectations which were too high and could not be fulfilled. On the other
hand, any emigrant who makes his expectations correspond to the information I have given above, will be so much the more satisfied when
he finds that even a very slovenly farmer will produce more than I have
calculated, and that the work I have described can be done without too
much effort, even by people with no great physical strength or love
for work.

******
(To be concluded in the next issue of the MVC Bulletin)
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A brief chronology of the strike will illustrate the scope of the
Memphis events that spring, 1968:
February 12 -1,300 public works employees walk out. Mayor Henry Loeb declares the strike illegal under Tennessee iaw. AFSCME national
representatives come to Memphis.
February 15 -Negotiations break down. City begins hiring replacements for
striking workers.
February 18 - Memphis Ministerial Association attempts to bring city and union
together. (Many other unofficial groups were to attempt the same
thing during the next month.)
February 22 -City Council subcommittee holds hearing. Black community and
civil rights leaders come out in support of union.
February 23 -Strikers and black ministers and leaders maced by police after
car-rocking incident during march in downtown Memphis.
February 24 - Union, the black community, and clerical leaders form alliance.
Mass meetings, boycotts, and marches begin. City seeks injunction against strikers. Activity escalates during March.
March 6
- Union leaders held in contempt of strike injunction.
March 22 -City and ~nion agree on mediation sessions which are held and
broken off alternately for several weeks.
March 28 - Dr. King leads march which is broken up by young blacks smashing windows and looting, primarily along Beale Street. Curfew
imposed on city.
March 31 -Southern Christian Leadership Conference leaders come into city
to organize next march.
- Dr. King assassinated.
April 4
-Massive memorial march held in Memphis.
April 8
-Strike settled.
April 16

The Committee's collection of taped conversations, audio tapes of
newscasts, television films, newspapers, newspaper analyses, and other
miscellaneous documents such as court transcripts, correspondence,
pamphlets, personal responses to the assassination, and other materials
related to the events of that spring, are now housed in the Mississippi
Valley Collection. After.the Committee has made its report, the material
will be made available to other researchers.
The most important part of the collection is the taped conversations
with 110 persons in the black and white communities; these interviews
were taped principally during the summer of 1968. Memphis citizens
discuss, sometimes with intensity and emotion and always with imme-
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munity that was reaching white readers at the time. The master file of
newspapers for February, March, and April is intact in its original
newspaper format (not presently on microfilm ) . There is, in addition,
a complete fil e of the Negro weekly Tri-Stat e D efender and an incomplete fil e of the M emphis World, the city's second Negro weekly. Nonindexed copies of the daily n ewspapers are also complete through May,
1969; there are also fil es of student newspapers at Memphis State and
Southwestern at M emphis, a liberal arts college.
Related miscellaneous materials fall into several categories. A
partial listing includes:
Transcripts of court hearings: (a ) Chancery Court hearing March 6, which
found local and national union leaders guilty of contempt of court in
violation of the strike injunction, with testimony by Mayor Loeb and
na tional AFSCME president J erry Wurf; (b ) United States District Court
hearing April 4, when Dr. King's legal staff challenged the order enjoining
him from leading a second Memphis march. T estifying were M emphis
Fire and Police Director F rank H olloman, SCLC executive vice president
R ev. Andrew Young, Memphis black community leader R ev. J ames M.
L awson, .Jr., and others. Dr. King's non-violent approach is clearly explained, as well as the city's opposition to further marches.
Correspondence between Mayor Loeb and / or members of the C ity Council and
citizens concerning the strike. Additional personal correspondence on the
same topic.
Church sermons given after the first march and after Dr. King's assassination.
Union handbills and other printed union materials.
Mimeographed newspapers of the Black Students Association of Memphis State.
Anecdote fil e consisting of several hundred short reports of reaction to various
events during the strike and assassination by persons with whom Committee members came into contact (e.g., beauty parlor operator, service station
attendant ).
Socio-economic reports on Memphis ranging from the Chamber of Commerce
to the War on Poverty Committee.
Written reports of students, from elementary school through college, on Dr.
King's assassination. Eyewitness reports from students at LeMoyne-Owen
College on the various civil rights activities in which they participated.
"Hate material," including anonymous poems a nd songs about Dr. King and
other leaders, both black and white, originating in both the black and
white communities.
Final memorandum of understanding between City and union as well as copies
of several earlier proposed solutions.
Southern Regional Council Reports on M emphis.
Memphis NAACP monthly newsletters.
Clippings from and copies of publications such as Life, Look, Tim e, Esquire,
The N ew York Tim es, containing material about M emphis, published
primarily during the period immediately after Dr. King's murder.
Photographs by professional and amateur photographers.

